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The aftermath of the roof collapse which killed three In Pritsburgh

Daughter Miracle only three died

By Sharon Santus
TRBUNE AFVEW

A woman whose father and
Urnumr wnre Fric w .»JJ-

sed on Lh

lhey wnrh.d sald il . mir.:cuhm-
anyone survived.

“1t was wotal devasiation,”
Patricia Ann Konesky, “1 can't
even begin to deseribe what | saw,
It looked the whole building
exploded.”

Killed In the 3 p.m_ collapse at
the Raff Prin Co in the city’s
Allentown section were Kone-
sky's fnther, Richuard Wuoenschell
Sr., 60, of ML Oliver, her brother,
Richard Jr., 36, of Brentwood, and
Wilbert A. Platt, 35, of Allentown.

An estimated 75 other workers
escaped withoul serious Injury.

Platt and Wuenschell Jr. died of
gsphyxiation due to compression

sulg

of the neck and chest, while the
elder Wuenschell died of multiple
hlunt-foree trauma, according to

lhtMlulhm_ h County .cm__ er's

OIMee.

A Pittsburgh Police Depart-
ment spokesman said the cause of
the collapse 15 being investigated,
but huvy buildup of snow on the
m:inrullnlmurh:us ted.

When the roof caved tn, a wall
on the three-story portion ol the
}mll::lin? mllll;md on the ﬂl:'uc
ure's single-s portlon where
Elaitl three ﬂ:lim:l had been work-
n

TllE bodies of Platt and the
clder Wuenschell were found
nbout 0 minutes after the col-
lapse, while the younger Wuen-
schell was not found until 2:30
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ing when il callapsed

“It was total confusion. You
couldn’t get near the place. Peo-
e were tryving o Nnd oul about

{ly members.™

hunuky sald she learmned al
most immedintely that her hus-
band had been taken to llurcr
Hospital and did not lapur
bad ured. Her Iather and
brother, however, were missing.

“You 1 nul {0 lma hut
the build
molished, l :uuldn l im
were still alive,” said
who waited hours at thu uﬂnc
with her mother and several rela-
tives, "Gas was leaking, the fumes

r.lhey
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were lerrible. Ity & miracle
everyone inside wasn 't killed.”
Konesky said thal, several min-

um lllu. mm owner le.
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“"Every relative we have and
every employee of the print shop
walled with us.” Konesky sald,
“No one lefl. The company I«
more like a family than a business.
Pmpln really care about each oth-

She sald that, during the vigil, &
false report eirculated that her
brother been seen alive aller
the collapse, but it was soon dis-
counted.

Konesky said doors were
opened at a nearby bank to give
the crawd rellel from the eald
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Daughter: Miracle |
only three perished

MIRACLE FROM/A1

Later, they took refuge a lfew doors away al St George Catholle
Church rectory,

“Everything's in the same block and we were walking back und
forth all night,” she said. “The Salvation Army gave us food and
hot drinks. Iluﬂn Luntil 2:30 in the morning thatl they found my
brother’s bodj.

Konesky said her husband was standing a few feel lrom the
three victims when the roof colla

“He said he was talking with Mr, Platt when he heard a sound
he couldn't deseribe,” she said. “My husband operales a folder
and he thought his machine exploded. He was knocked uncon.
scious, When he came to, he was calling for help and he couldn’t
understand why no one was responding.”

Konesky said her husband spotted a small passageway und
erawled to daylight,

“He was thr.' last survivor out of the bullding.” she said. “He
erawled oul from under the ;nrnﬁv door about 20 minutes alter
everyone else got out and when the crowd saw him, they started
to cheer.”

Konesky said her family has been rocked by the tragedy, but
are thankful her husband’s life was spared

“It's unbelievable that he ever got out of that building.” she
sald. “He thinks he must have been shoved under the folder when
the wall collapsed. That must've saved him."

Konesky said umplu‘)ﬁ:ﬂ were stunned by the devastation be-
r:mue the entire building had been renovated several months

ln addition to his daughter, Wuenschell Sr. Is survived by his
wife, Kathryn, and son, Donald. Wuenschell Jr.’s survivors in-
clude his wife, Jodie, and children, Kelly Ann and Benjamin A
funeral mass will be celebrated at St Henry Cathalic Church o
Arlington Avenue Wednesday at 10 a.m. Interment will be in St
Michael Cemetery, Mt, Oliver

Platt’s survivors include his wife, Denise, and children Ashley,
Willie and Kayla. A funeral maoss will be colebrated Tuesday at
10 am. in St George Catholie Chureh In Allentown. Interment
will be in Calvary Cemetary, Hazelwood,




